
Community and Ecotourism 

I. Introduction 

 As indicated in previous lessons, ecotourism development is required to have the 

people’s participation in the communities. A real ecotourism product is not only as natural 

resources (forest, wild, waterfall, stone...) but also as culture and tradition as well as 

characteristic of the people in communities, in particular indigenous people. 

 A mount of many questions to be asked in terms of ecotourism development with 

participation from local people whether how can they join in? , and who can join? , when can 

they join? 

In the past, every ecotourism development, all profits mostly were gotten by developers, 

especially private companies (tourism agency companies, hotels...), and a little left profit was 

gotten by local people. 

 On the other hand, due to unsustainable development, it is not only negative impacts on 

communities but it is also impacts on environment. Sometimes, it was noted that the 

communities’ contribution to ecotourism development is really existed, yet these contributions 

are not comprehensively – those contributions are still limited. For example Malaysia, there is a 

national park named Bromo- Tengger Seneru, at Java area, which in the past the people’s 

participation in that area is lowest limited. 

The content of this lesson is aimed to clearly indicate about the people’ contribution in 

local communities which are not lack the participation of local people in contributing to 

sustainable ecotourism development in a country 

II. Definition of Community 

 The term Community was many defined based on any condition of scholars and any 

subjects. However, the term Community was frequently seen and utilized in living and in 

subjects such as Ecology, Geography, Earth Science, Sociology, Psychology and Economics. In 

Khmer literature for the term Community is referred to going with, process with, village meeting, 

or the local make living together. For definition provided by Earth Science is that community is 

physical aspects of body: wild, forest, and microorganisms situated in habitat with the same life 

condition is called Community.  

 Even though the above definition is not clear enough, the common point to be defined in 

all definitions is focused on interaction between biology (human being, wild, plants, 

microorganism and component of system bridges (Sun, Temperature) as well as similar to 

customs, and concept of living of people in any place. Based on experiences and common 



surveys in tourism vision of (Mr. Schmink 1999), the word Community is referred to special 

people who live in the same geography depending on local natural resources. 

III. The Role of Community in Ecotourism 

 In the past, almost all activities of tourism development projects, the local people had 

been rejected or no little contribution in project implementation. Thanks to the concept of 

project developers and planners at that time were focused on negative impacts occurred from 

tourism development without accountability at the same time of seeing the significant for the 

people’ participation in communities to be more effectively.  

 During the last recent years, conservationists acknowledged the critical roles which 

coastal and remote area communities in biological preserving acts. In the face of observations, 

some protected areas managers established some mechanisms in order to make cooperation 

with stakeholders in the process of managing and planning. At the same time, seeing the 

satisfaction of tourists in finding out separate features of culture has been promoted the 

existence of communities in all tourism development.  

 Tourism development with the communities’ participation is a course which will lead to 

better understanding about opportunities of tourist’s presence at wherever tourism is well 

prepared, and there are land ownerships. 

      In 1990s, many indigenous people and local people had volunteered in receiving 

ecotourism as a part of its development strategies (Wesche, 1996). 

   Ecotourism’s a main contribution to environmental conservation is that ecotourism is 

able to change the threats to opportunities – all activities contributed to sustainable 

development and the achievement of area conservation goals. To make ecotourism’s benefits of 

conservation to be maximized is necessary to be clearly defined on how the local stakeholders 

and communities are able to join in planning and managing. Neither communities nor members 

of communities are of the same intentions in tourism activities, and planners and developers 

should respect for their decisions. However, any relevant people are able to choose the kinds of 

participation which are degreed as bellows: 

- Rent land to operator to develop; 

- Work as full time or part time staffs or works in seasoning in private tour companies; 

-  Provide services to private operators (private tour companies), such as foods 

preparation, or transportation ways, accommodation services and other services; 

- Form joint venture with private tour operators where the communities provide most 

services while the private sector manages marketing, logistics and possibly bilingual 

guides; 

- Operating as independent community – based programs; 



In conclusion, all the above functions and roles to be selected by communities should base on 

benefits, organizing capacity, experience, cultural impression, presence of good leadership, 

quality of cultural and natural resources, tourists demands, opportunities of training, partner 

and private availability.  

 In fact, the communities have to gain most benefits when the tourism development is 

made; yet not all are better choices. It is very important when finance of the project is pre 

evaluated before continuing all infrastructural development processes.  

IIII. Protected Areas and Ecotourism 

 To make ecotourism progress is needed all attractiveness of those areas to be protected. 

The attractiveness can be national parks, attitudes of communities, protected areas and 

potentiality for ecotourism is the best place for communities in order to establish welcoming 

attitude, to facilitate ecotourism acts. The national park managers should seek cooperation with 

communities as well as integrating them into planning.   

 In conclusion, every ecotourism project preparation at any main protected area is 

required to have the communities’ presence. Sometimes, it was noted that some development 

projects are not only aimed at protecting protected areas and enhancing living standard of 

communities but also including other development projects into nearby areas by taking 

percentages of revenues gotten from tourists in visiting to attractive areas such as (Galapa-gos 

national park) (Government of Ecuador, 1998) . 

V. Potential Positive Impacts  

VI. Sustainable Income 

Whenever communities have contribution in ecotourism development means that new 

income sources can be formed. These incomes are available via other renting collections such 

as road usage, accommodation services or tour guides service, food selling and souvenirs 

selling. 

These incomes can reduce dependence only other negatively provided activities such as 

deforestation, wildlife hunting… However, it is also important that the process of planning 

preparation should avoid for over tourists arrivals over the size of communities and protected 

areas. This problem can course losing of physical quality of any attractive natural (natural 

resource and culture) of the communities. On the other hand, this problem is the course leading 

to have economic vulnerabilities for economic fluctuation in the market. 

VII. Service Improvement 

 In general, all the aims of ecotourism development preparation are mainly targeted at 

environmental conservation and enhancing living standard of the people in the communities. 



 How can ecotourism enhance living standard of the people in local communities. For the 

questions not hard to be answered. As above indicated (5.1, sustainable income), communities 

are able to seek income via many ways; for instance, entrance fees from tourists. This income 

can be the potentiality in communities. This income can be potentiality for better improving 

health and education services in the communities. Whenever the people have knowledge and 

well healthcare is meant that it is a contribution to poverty alleviation. Whenever poverty 

condition of the people in local communities have decreased means that those people enjoy 

better living standard. Beside of improving living standard and social services, these incomes 

are the driving forces in causing conservation consciousness in the communities and reduce the 

threats. For example (Baghmara Community Forest), Nepal had been restored from forest 

destruction and wildlife hunting throughout ecotourism establishment by requiring the people 

living there to plant forest (forest replanting became wildlife shelter and contributed to forest 

preservation and wildlife living these areas. After having ecotourism, it was observed that the 

living standard of the people is getting better, and surrounded living people started having 

commitment to preservation and environmental loving consciousness by giving up their past 

habits which were the treatments to environment (such as forest destruction, and wildlife) to be 

service providers in turn for profits.    

   

   


